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census of 1910 gave the proportion of Hungarians in
Transylvania as 34 per cent., Roumanians as 55 per cent.,
Germans as 9 per cent., and other races as 2 per cent.
None the less, some measure of satisfaction or at least of
security for the Hungarian minority must be obtained
sooner or later, and why not sooner, since delay will solve
nothing? The district between Nagyvarad and Szatmar-
Nemeti, for instance, contains 300,000 Magyars who want
to return to Hungary; they cannot be a source of real
strength to Roumania.

In Jugoslavia there are 500,000 Hungarians. On a
proportional basis they would be entitled to 9,000 of the
250,000 posts in the public service of Jugoslavia; but
there are, in fact, only 350 Hungarians so employed.
Politically, the Hungarians are virtually disfranchized by
the electoral law of September, 1931. Even in local
affairs they are nowhere represented in proportion to
their numbers. In the town of Okanizsa, for instance,
where 94 per cent, of the population is Hungarian, seven-
teen of the thirty-four members of the municipal govern-
ment are Slavs. As in Roumania, so in Jugoslavia, the
majority of school inspectors speak no Hungarian.

The treatment of minorities is a depressing subject, not
only in Central Europe, but everywhere. They complain
that they are not allowed to use their language, or teach
it to their children (except in their homes) that their indus-
tries are being ruined, that they are being expropriated
from their lands by various unfair laws, and that the
magistrates and police of the dominant power are oppres-
sive. Unfortunately these complaints are often justified.
Man's inhumanity to man is confined to no one climate
or continent. Nevertheless, the dominant race often has
reason on its side. If a nation is to be a workable proposi-
tion there must be goodwill amongst its components. What
are the rulers to do if a minority refuses to co-operate in